
Tllomas lrt on
\  A  town  in  Maine— th e  ざ ョ \  o f  the  U n ited  s ta te s -  f i r s t ;

s e c H e r+ a r y  o f  War,  Gener PJ l  j ^ n r y  w n o x v

(LSD-28:  d p . 一一,525; 1 .  510 -;  b.  84 • ，-  d r . 19 -;  s .  21  k . ;  c p l . I .

广 3 0 0 ” a.  8  3 : ;  c l v' Thomaston}  

l^ h i a s t o n pSD-28)  was  la id  down  o n  3  March  1953  a-t

Pascagoula,  M i s r  by  th e  In g a l ls  s h ip b u ild in g  1 . ;launched  

o n  9  February  1954;  sponsored  by  Mrs.  M athias  B.  Gardner;  and  

commissioned  on  17  September  1954,  c a p t.  M arion  F.  Kamirez  de
A re lla n o  in  command •

F o llo w in g  shakedown  in  th e  Caribbean  旧 omaston  t ra n s ite d  

the  Panama  Canal  and  jo in e d  the  P a c if ic  F le e t  amphibious  fo rc e .
E-rom  J u ly  th rough  O ctober  1955,  T h la s to n  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  the
A r c t ic  Resupply  p ro je c t ,  r e v ic tu a l l in g  s ta t io n s  on  th e  D istan t:
E a r ly  w a rn in VQ CDEW)  L i n e cr e f o r e rt a k i n g â r rl- i n  c o ld  weather
la n d in g  e x e r c is s  in  the  A le u tia n s  in  November  1955  and  aaain
111  January  and  p'e cr ru a ry  o f  l VD 56  •

The  la n d in g  s h ip -s  a c t i v i t i e s  soon  to o k  her  southward  to  the
warmer  d i m s  o f  the  Hawaiian  Is la n d s ,  where  she  conducted  lo c a l
o p e ra tio n s  and  e xe rc ise s  in  March  and  A p r i l ,  o n  hand  f o r  the
Semana  N au tica  C e le b ra tio n  in  Santa  Barbara,  c a l i f . ,  from  2  to

-J u ly 、 ぼ — o n  re tu rn e d  t o  th e  Hawaiian  Is la n d s ,  and  p a r t ic ip a te d
in  th re e  la n d in g  e xe rc ise s  in  th e  f a l l  o f  th e  y s r  b e fo re
re tu rn in g  to  the  west  coas t  again  to  conduct  e xe rc ise s  o f f  the
M arine  Corps  base  a t  c l  P end le ton ,  c a l i r  d u rin g  the  s p rin g
o f  1957.



She  s u b s q u s t ly  deployed  to  the  — stern  P a c if ic  (westpac)
H n  1959,  and  p a rtic ip a te d  in  exercises  o f f  Borneo  and  K o rs 、

 in  

June  and  August  o f  th a t  year.  A lte rn a tin g  between  the  west  coast
and  WestPac,  faston  P a rtic ip a te d  in  a  busy  ro u tin e  schedule

o f  operations  and  cru ises  in to  the  1960s.  During  the  in te rn a tio n a l  

tensions  brought  o n  by  the  United  States  discovery  o f  Russian
m s s i le  s i t s  in  Cuba,  1 1  s i l e d  from  th e  west  coast  t o

the  c a r i f n  v ia  the  Panama  Canal,  operating  w ith  the  A tla n t ic
f le e t  u n t i l  tensions  abated  w ith  the  withdrawal  o f  the  — su e s .
She  then  re turned  to  San  Diego  o n  15  December  1962.

She  C o 層 need  the  year  1963  at  her  home  p o rt  o f  San  Diego
and  she  conducted  t r a i l  exercises  in to  February  before  serving
as  primary  co n tro l  ship  o f t  =nr ミ n =  フ in ip  o rr  Green  Beach,  Del  Mar,  c a l i f . ,  during  

operation  -S tee l  Gate-  f r i  28  February  t 。 8  March  1963.

問  1  ^ p a r te d  the  west  coast  fo r  — stpac  o n  26  March,  and  

a rrive d  a t  her  base  p o rt  o f  — c  Bay  o n  20  A p r i l，v ia  Pearl  

Harbor.  She  p a r f  d i n  specia l  operations  in  the  S I  China  

Sea  f i  22  A p r il  t 。 5  May,  serving  w ith  the  — hib icus  Force  

o f  the  7th  F le e t.  A  second  spec ia l  operation  in  the  south  China

se a la g a in  w ith  the  amphibious  ready  group,  7th  F le e t--to o k  place
in  la te  August  and  e a rly  September.



A fte r  operating  in  Okinawan  waters,  Thomaston  departed
Yokosuka,  Japan,  on  4  November,  fo r  the  w s t  coast  o f  the  United  

s t a t s .  While  en  rou te ,  th ree  days  la te r ,  the  LSD  received  word

o f  a  merchant—  in  d is t s s s .  Changing  s u r s e ,  Thomaston  found  

S S ly a jb a ra  F r i t c h ie  dead  in  th e  water.、in  h s v y  seas,  having
lo s t  a  p ro p e lle r  and  s u ffe r in g  damage  to  her  rudder,  leav ing  her
he lp less,  g m a s to n  took  her  in  tow  and  headed  fo r  Pearl  Harbor-  

tra n s fe rr in g  the  tow  to  lo r e e  (ATF-84)：on  the  12th.  The  LSD-S

s top  a t  P e a rl  Harbor  w s  a  b r ie f  one  though  as  she  a r r iv e d  SC3  

departed  f o r  home  on  the  same  d a y , 15  N o v i e r - - l i n g  p o r t  a t

s PJ n  D l e VQ o o n  21  November.

1 砠 け §  け a  o 浮 o f  San  Diego  o n  lo c a l  operations  s d

d ra in ing  through  the  e a rly  f a l l  o f  一964,  a fte r  which  time  she  

departed  her  homeport  fo r  the  P h ilip p in e s ,  to  commence  another  

名estPac  d e p lo y m s r  o n  26  October.  A rr iv in g  a t  Subic  Bay  o n  16  1e r,  the  LSD  c l e d  spec ia l  operations  in  the  south  China  

Sea,  in c lud ing  a  dredge  l i f t  from  Saigon  to  Da  Nang,  south  Vietnam、

 

between  21  November  and  16  December.  Christmas  o f  th a t  year
found  j ^ IQ m a s t o n  again  a t  sea,  o n  "spec ia l  opera tions-  in  

1：he

south  China  Sea,  being  present  a t  the  i n i t i a l  Marine  landings  at
Da  Nang  and  Chu  L a i,  South  Vietnam,  as  p a rt  o f  the  stepped-up
American  war  e Ml f o r t ^



D e p a rtin g  San  Diego  on  10  January  19 65  f o r  w s tp a c ,  Thomaston  

a n lv e d  in  v ie tn a m s e  c o a s ta l  w aters  on  5  F eb rua ry ,  to  im m ed ia te ly  

commence  o p e ra tio n s  a t  Chu  L a i  and  Da  Nang  s e rv in g  as  --boat  haven--  

a t  th e  l a t t e r  p o r t .  She  re tu rn e d  to  the  U n ited  s t a t s  in  the  

s p r in g  o f  the  fo l lo w in g  y e a r,  rem a in ing  a t  San  Diego  from  9  

> P M H- H* 汁 o vo J u l y  1966 .  She  re tu rn e d  to  the  w s te r n  P a c if ic  a n ai  

opera ted  o u t  o f  Subic  Bay,  from  28  J u ly .  She  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  

o p e ra tio n s  "Deckhouse  I I I "  (phases  one  and  two)  and  -Deckhouse  I V
- _

in  August  and  September.  H n  th e  .form er,  Thomaston  landed
M arines  n o rth  o f  Vung  Tau,  and  served  as  p rim a ry  c o n tro l  sh ip  

and  boa t  haven  d u rin g  the  s u b s e q u s t  o p e ra tio n s .  She  t h s  

landed  M arines  a t  a  p o in t  ju s t  south  o f  the  d e m il i ta r iz e d  zone  

O M Z )  between  N orth  and  south  Vietnam .  She  thus  co n tin u e d  in  

iie r  f a m i l ia r  r o le  s  p rim a ry  c o n t s l  sh ip  and  b s t  haven  d u rin g  

Deckhouse  IV ,  and  staged  boa t  convoys  c a n y in g  s p p l ie s  n in e
m ile s  u  で th e  Cua  Vet  匁 i v e r rt- o  D u n g wa.

R e tu rn ing  to  Subic  Bay、

 Thomaston  la t e r  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  
E xe rc ise  =Mudpuppy  11= --designed  to  p ro v id e  t r a in in g  in  r iv e r
o p e ra tio n s  f o r  M a r in s .  Held  on  M in d o s ,  P h il ip p in e s ,  SMUdpuppy  I I :
concluded  th re e  days  b e fo re  C hris tm as,  and  upon  co m p le tio n  o f

fi- h e  e x e r c is e , 円！！

o m a s Irt o n  s a ile d  f o r  Vietnam  •



She  thus  began  th e  yea r  1967  as  she  had  begun  the  prev ious  

y s r ,  in  a c t iv e  combat  o p e ra tio n s  a g a in s t  V ie t  Cong  and  N orth  

v ie t n a ls e  Army  u n its  a long  the  c o a s t l in e .  P a r t ic ip a t in a  in  

"Deckhouse  V-  and  -Deckhouse  V I-  in to  March,  M h ia s to n -S  

でa r t ic ip a t io n  in  the  fo rm er  o p e ra tio n  began  on  5  January  1967  

when  she  dropped  anchor  o f f  the  mouth  o f  the  song  Co  c h i s  r iv e r .  

She  he lped  to  launch  th e  th r u s t  o f  Deckhouse  V,  aimed  a t  けhe  

d e lta  low lands  o f  Kien  Hoa  p ro v in c e ,  south  Vietnam .  The  combined  

G nited  S ta tes  and  Vietnamese  Marine  C orps■ la n d in g s  

s u c c e s s fu lly  cha llenged  V ie t  Cong  f o r e s  in  t h is  a rea .  R elieved
a l;V ung  Tau  by  p o in t  D efiance  (LSD-31 )  o n  6  March,  Thomas  ton
s a ile d  f o r  voyage  re p a irs  a t  Subic  Bay,  en  ro u te  to  the  U nited  

S ta te s ,  v ia  Hong  Kong,  Okinawa,  Yokosuka,  and  P e a rl  H arbor.  

F o llo w in g  an  e x te n s ive  overhau l  a t  San  D iego,  from  28  June

to  IS  December  1967,  Thomaston  departed  her  home  p o r t  o n  21

February  f o r  her  re g u la r  deployment  to  westpac.  J o in in g  rfhe  

Amphibious  Ready  Group  o f f  Vietnam  in  th e  I  Corps  z o n e , IHa h o m a s t o n  

s o o n  c o le n c e d  o p e ra tio n s  in  support  o f  _Marines  o f  th e  S pec ia l  
Landing  F o re s  (SLF)  engaged  s h o re  in  the  defense  o f  Quang  T r i
p ro v in c e .  She  spent  the  month  o f  March  1968  steam ing  in  coastw ise
lo g is t ic s  r u s  between  Da  Nang,  Cam  Ranh  Bay,  and  th e  burgeoning
Army  supp ly  base  a t  Thon  My  Thuy-lknown  c o l lo q u ia l ly  s  "Murder
Beach* =



D u r ln lQ h e r  o p e ra rt io n s  a r+ r+ h e  l a rl- r+ e r  p o r rt 、 Thomas lrt on  

ai e m o n s r+ r a rt e d f+ o rt l l
e  Army  けh e .v e rs a rt i l i t y  o f rt h e  L a n d in a  Shipi  

D o c k tr y  s e rv p- n  山 OJ W o) 3 (T) f l-h n) 0 rt H- < fi) I g p fil H- h  sh iip  v r i rt h  a  b u i l rt l i n
drydock.  Many  sm a ll  c ra ft ,  and  pontoon,  p ie rs ,  .se rv ing  the  supp ly  

cr a s e  re ce ive d  h u l l  and  m achinery  work,  . b y rt h e  crew  i n rt h e  s h ip -s
capacious  w e llldec}c  area.,  Tyoma  st: o n  proved  d u r in g r+ 3* H- g  dedloymen rt

t-hst  th s  amphibious  s h ip  was  a.  nstuxaL  v s h ic ls  f o r  - H- n 'ts rs s rv ic e  

coofjera l:一OIU

W hile  oplera rt ing-  w i r+ h - rt h e  Amphi cr io u sw e a d y  Group*  (ARG)  o l-h HI  

th e  coast  o f  South  V ie tnam 、^^omaston.  conducted  two  s s r c h  and

rescue  o p e ra tio n s ..  On  th e  evening  o f  25  May,  a  CH-46  h e lic o p te r  

loaded  w ith  a  ro u t in e  load  o f  m a il,  pss.engers  and  baggage,  lo s t
power  in  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  V a lle y  Force  CLPH-8)  and  crashed.  The  

h e l l c o ^ r+ e r  一:emained  a f lo a rt w l l i l e rt l lo s e ,o n tr o a r d u. e rt rt i s o n e o- a l l  

excess  w e ig h t,  b u t  g ra d u a lly  sank- - fo r tu n a te ly  no t  b e fo re  a l l  

men  had  s f e l y  l e f t  th e  c r a f t .  W ith in  a  m ile  o f  th e  scene  o f

t+ lr e  a c c ld e n rt ,  rpy o lg . [pl lco ' lrt lo . p  d i s E J a r+ c h e c i r+ w o cr o a rt s rt o r+ h e  s c e n e , OJ tJ pi

r e c o v e re Di n o r+ o n l y Hl o u r  o f r+ h e J p a s s n) n lq e H s  an ai c rew  o hh rt Jr ro o a — ね (T>

(.-tile  re m a in d e r  w ere  .p H- c ked  u p cr y  h e r i c o. p rt (D r - ) cr d rt r+ h m  crew  fro m

o n e o Hl V a l le y  Form ers-  b o a r+ s  whichi  hacrcaF IS ize& U FIon  l a u n c tr i n lQ .

.一J a rt e r " 、 0 32  J u n e 、 cu a pi SI ^ H- H e  a VQ a i n  i n rt h . e  v i c i n i rt y  o f  v a lle y lp 'o r 'q e
Thomaston  c a m e rt- o r+ h e  rescue ,  13ic k in g c ti plmen  f r o m r+ h e  c a r r ie r
who  h a Di u i ê d  o v e r b o a r d c+ orose  ape  f la m e s  fro m  a l-h h-1 H- VQ t3* rt DJ n) o ?r l-h H- M e .



Thomaston  n e x t  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  -Badaer  Catch  I I I : - - the
w ith d ra w a l  o f  th e  S pec ia l  Landing  Force  fr-om  th e  Cua  Vet  r iv e r  

a r s  b o rd e rin g  o n  the  extreme  southern  edge  o f  the  DMZ.  Subse-  

q u e n tly ,  Thomaston  § d  her  embarked  SLF  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  a  s w if t  

succession  o f  o p e ra tio n s  a g a in s t  Communist  ground  fo rc e s .  o p e ra tio n  

S w if t  S abre ,"  plunged  in to  V ie t  Cong-contested  areas  o f  t：he  

w s te r n  shore  o f  Da  san lQ l la rb o r  on  8  June  1968.  F o llo w in g  

E xe rc ise  " H i l l t o p  XX-  in  Subic  Bay,  Thomaston  p a r t ic ip a te d  in
-Eager  Yankee"  w hich  landed  e le m s ts  o f  the  SLF  in to  Quang  T r i  

で ro v in c e  in  th e  v i c in i t y  o Ml c u a  Tu  Wien  o n  9  J u ly ,  b e fo re  engaging,  

13  days  l a t e r 、

 in  - s w i f t  p la y :  in  the  c o a s ta l  a r s  south  o f  Da  Nang.  

These  o p e ra tio n s  re s u lte d  in  th e  cap tu re  o f  s ig n i f ic a n t  numbers  

o f  w spons  and  s t o r s ,  and  d s t r u c t io n  o f  o p e ra tin g  b s s  and  

in s ta l la t io n s  from  which  th e  sem y  had  launched  a tta c k s  a a a in s t
o th e r  - f r ie n d ly  f o r e s . - -  D uring  "S w ift  P la y ,"  Thomaston  came  

under  shore  b a t te ry  f i r e  f o r  a  b r ie f  tim e .
f o r  th e  n e x t  f iv e  y e a rs 、

 Thomaston  a c t iv e ly  supported  the
war  e f f o r t  in  Vietnam ,  conducted  tro o p  and  carao  l i f t s  s d  

p a r t ic ip a te d  in  amphibious  o p e ra tio n s .  The  t id e  o f  w ar,  however,

was  ru n n in g  a g a in s t  th e  South  Vietnamese,  and  by  th e  s p rin g  o f
1975,  concen tra ted  e f fo r t s  on  th e  part,  o f  N orth  v ie tn a m s e  and

V ie t  Cong  tro o p s  p u t  p r s s r e  on  the  drm nbling  south  v ie tn a m s e
governments



The  end  f o r  South  Vietnam  came  d u rin g  Thomaston-S  15th  

WestPac  deploym ent.  The  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  year  1975  found  the  

la n d in g  s h ip  a t  Subic  Bay,  P h il ip p in e s ,  undergo ing  a  needed  

a v a i l a b i l i t y .  Hampering  t h is  p e rio d  o f  re p a irs  was  the  s t ip u la t io n  

th a t  th e  s h ip  had  to.  be  ready  to  s a i l  on  48-hour  n o t ic e .  She  

departed  Subic  on  2  February  f o r  S ingapore,  where  she  stayed  

u n t i l  th e  1 3 th .  A w  山 member  o f  Task  Group  (TC5)  76 .4 ,  T h ia s to n  

la t e r  re tu rn e d  to  p o r t  a t  Subic  on  the  25 th .  The  a n t ic ip a te d  

upkeep  p e rio d  which  was  to  fo l lo w ,  however,  was  c u t  s h o r t ,  when  

she  was  d ire c te d  to  r e t u r n rl- o  sea  w ith  I-G  7 6 .4 .  On  2  March,  

Thoma.ston  departed  Subic  to  execute  O pera tion  --Eagle  P u l l " - - to  

evacuate  Americans  and  des igna ted  Cambodian  c it iz e n s  from  the  

Cambodian  c a p ita l  c i t y  o f  Pnomh  p s h .  Hhe  c iv i l ia n s  were  t o cr e  

p icke d  up  by  h e lic o p te rs  and  fe r r ie d  to  the  sh ips  o ffs h o re .
She  remained  in  read iness  u n t i l  the  evening  o f  5  A p r i l  

when  Thomamton  was  ordered  to  Phu  Quoc  Is la n d ,  to  a s s is t
Vietnamese  n a tio n a ls  evacuated  from  Da  Nang.  She  t ra n s fe r re d  f o o d  

and  m edica l  s u p p lie s  v ia  her  LCUs  and  LCM-8  a s s a u lt  c r a f t  to  

Vietnamese  r e fu g e s  q u a rte re d  o n  M i l i t a r y  S e a l i f t  Command  (Msc)
v e s s e ls .



TG  76.4  executed  -E ag le  p u l l -  o n  11  A p r i l、 and  Thomaston
took  p a r t  by  ta k in g  up  a  p lane  guard  s ta t io n  to  th e  S I  o f  

TG  76 .4 .  upon  th e  s u c c e s s fu l  com p le tion  o f  th e  o p e ra tio n ,  

des igna ted  u n its  o f  th e  group  proceeded  to  S e tta h ib ,  T h a ila n d ,
to  Debark  c iv i l ia n s  a i r l i f t e d  from  i o d i a .  M eanwhile,  Thomaston  

s a ile d  f o r  the  P h i l ip p in e ,  a r r iv in g  a t  Subic  Bay  o n  th e  morning  

o f  17  A p r i l ,  b u t  her  much-deserved  in - p o r t  p e rio d  was  a b b re v ia te d  

by  o p e ra tio n a l  n e c e s s ity .  Underway  aga in  a t  2330  o n  th e  18th  

は lo li s t o lg s i l e d  f o r  Vietnamese  w aters  to  take  p a r t  in  the  

lo lo lrl- lrf e h d a  謹  e r—  o f  south  V ie tn a m --th e  evacua tion  o f  the  b s ie g e d
c a p i rt a l  o f  Saigon  •

On  29  A p r i l ,  o p e ra tio n  "Frequent  Wind"  commenced  a t  1500.

D uring  the  n e x t  n in e  h o u r s , IH homaston  re ce ive d  811  v ie tnaxnse

1r ic a n ,  and  t h i r d  c o u n try  c it iz e n s .  For  t h is  o p e ra t io n 、

Ig omaston  r e c e iv e d e v a c u e e s v ia h e l ic o p te r - la n d in g -c h o p p e rs "  

as  la rg e  as  CHI46S  on  her  f l i g h t  deck  a f t .  A l l  Vietnamese  
c it iz e n s  were  to  be  processed  and  placed  aboard  MSC  s h ip s ;

1r i i  c it iz e n s  would  be  re ta in e d  o n  board  f o r  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  
to  th e  P h il ip p in e s .  A lthough  l im i te d  by  space,  a l l  in d iv id u a ls
were  p ro v id e d  w ith  f o o d ,  c lo th in g  and  m edica l  a t t s t i o n —m akesh if け

s h e lte rs  were  se t  up  on-boa rd ,  the  " te n ts :  made  from  M arine-s
b la n k e rt s .



f  ng  t o  s f  o n  3  May,  f  a ia te ly
c o f e d  p r e p a s io n s  f o r  h e r  h o ! d  — 0 ! . ミ £ s s

§ b a —  du—  € l e n t  w—  were  debased  a t  l i e  f o r  fu r th e r  

t s n  t s o ド  f  !  f  l e f  0 二 。 二 ぼ 1 0 0 沒

ミ  f  n i £  s t a t e s k a  i e r  I ,  g 夏  —  S E  — o r  

I  arrHvea  a t  her  h ie p Q r t— san  D i ! n  c l  S 5 .  .

^ 2 ^ 1  subsequently  opera ted  ミi t h  the  P a c if ic  F le e t  in  

I s ,  f  t f  E n r n ô E  o p e E f
 二 i s  邑

p d / f 、 f 、 含  H墨 二 f  i —  s  f  f

P 印 .  o w ① 〇 二 ぼ 3 肖 • 記  f  §  E i v e  d u ty  W ith  the  

P a c if ic  F le e t  i n t o 1977 •r e f  11  H e  stars  穿  her  v ie —  serv ice .



u .s .s ,  THOMSTON  (lsd-2 3  

S I P WHISTORY
15  December  1965

コ .USSITHOiTON  is  the  f i r s t  o f  the  Navy-S  newest  class  o f  Landing  Ship  

ho '-o c f  —she  was  named  fo r  Thomaston,  Maine,  the  home  of  Henry  Knox,  the  Nation-S  

卜i r s t  Secretary  o f  War  and  f i r s t  c iv i l ia n  h s d  o f  the  Navy.

プ  で， i  は E h o riN e d  by  the  Secretary  o f  the  Navy,  the  Honorable  

so a n  A.  Klmbalr 23  February  1952,  designed  by  Gibbs  and  Cox,  Incorpated  o f  

New  York  C ity  and  subsequently  b u i l t  by  the  I l l l s  Shipbuild ing  corporatitsn  

a rt passgou la ,  M isw iss ipp i.  The  keel  was  la id  3  March  1953,  and  the  s h i Ta  

^ac^ched  on  9  February  1954.  The  THOMSTON  was  christened  bv  Mrs.  Mathias  B.

G hp
J r o . n e r ,  wite  o f  Vice  Admiral  Mathias  B.  Gardner,  USN,  then  the  Deputy  Chief  

o f  Naval  Operations  fo r  Plans  and  po licy *
A fte r  commissioning  o n  17  September  1954,  THOiTON  pa rtic ip a te d  in  

amphibious  and  underway  tra in in g  in  Guantasmo  Bay,  Cuba,  and  then  proceeded  

t 。 jo in  the  P a c ific  Fleet  Amphibious  Force.  THOMASTON  was  § e  o f  the  i y  

ships  p a rtic ip a tin g  in  the  A rtie  R supp ly  Project  o f  the  DEW l in e  from  July  

•r
f hrough  October  1955.  Later  she  took  part  in  the  F irs t  Marine  Landing  Exercise  

in  November  1955,  the  Cold  w s th e r  Landing  E:cercise  in  the  same  month  a n d rt he  

Cold  Weather  Landing  Exercise  held  in  the  A leu tian  Islands  during  four  weeks
oiEJanuary  and  February  一ぬ56 •

Always  busy,  THOMSTON  took  part  in  Hawaiian  Area  Landing  E xe rc iss  in  

March  and  A p r i l 1956;  the  Semana  Nautica  Celebration  held  in  Santa  Barbara  

from  2  Ju ly  through  9  Ju ly  1956;  three  other  Hawaiian  A s a  Landing  Exercises  

in  the  F a ll  o f  1956  and  exercise  QUICKSTEP  o f f  c i p  Pendleton  in  June  l >-o 5 7 .

THOMSTON  played  an  important  part  in  such  e x e rc is s  as  SADDLE  UP  o f 巾 

Borneo  in  June  1959  and  SEA  HORSE  in  August  S59  in  the  Korean  Area.  Shortly  

a tte r  re tu rn ing  from  these  WESTPAC  e x e rc is s  in  la te  1959,  THOMASTON  partic ipa ted  

in  asphibiocs  exercise  SWAN SVE  o f f  the  C a lifo rn ia  c s s r
While  enroute  to  Subic  Bay  in  November  1951, THOMSTON  v;as  involved  in  

exercise  SILVER  SWORD o f f  Maui,  Hawaii,  Continuing  on  to  the  P h ilipp ines ,  

she  re lieved  the  USS  ALAMO  (LSD-33)  in  the  Amphibious  Rsdy  Force,  and  sh o rtly  

th e r £ t te r  took  part  in  the  SEATO  exercise  TALANGAN*  Returning  to  San  Diego  

in  May  1962,  THOMASTON  and  her  smart  crew  re c e iv e d rr he  B a ttle  E ffic ie n cy  Award  

from  COMPHIBPAC  fo r  the  ju s t  cosplstsd  t r a in in 。 cycle ,
Continoualy  in  the  p ic tu re  o f  our  Navy-3  defense  ro le ,  THOMASTON  trans ited  

rf h e  Panama  Canal  to  p a rtic ip a te  in  the  cub§  Operations  during  October  and  

3Mmber  1962,  re tu rn ing  to  San  Diego,  again  via  the  Panama  c a n a r l 5  December
1362•  A fte r  po lish ing  o f f  r e f r s h e r  tra in in g  and  the  major  — hibious
exercise  STEEL  GATE  in  February  1963,  she  was  osce  again  underway  in  March1 9 to  take  her  place  in  WESTPAP

During  the  1963  deployment  the  THOMASTON  v is ite d  n l r o u s  ports  o f  c a ll
and  p a rtic ip a te d  in  two  s p s ia l  operations  in  the  South  China  s s .  While
re tu rn ing  to  the  Continental  United  States  she  rescued,  by  ta R- ino-  in  tow
th ro distressed  merchant  vessel  SS  BARBARA  FRIETCHIE

In  October  1964  THOMSTON  pa rtic ipa ted  in  Ooeration  HA.RDNOSE  o f f  the

づsouthern  C a lifo rn ia  coast  a n d la te r  the  same  south  deployed  once  again  t o rf- h e

o'
- Jestern  P a c ific  to  serve  as  part  o f  the  Ready  Amphibious  Force  o f  the  famed

s hr
a

v cr
o

n
t h  F lee t.  During  th is  deployment  TH 8STON  was  present  during  the  I ?

o lt Marlnes  at  DaNang,  Smith  Vietnam  and  also  clayed  a  key  ro le  in  the  landint?

? -  MKines  at  Chu  L a i,  the  la rges t  --Gver-the.be— --  landing  siuce  the  KCJrean%7ar.
A fte r  v is it in g  Hong  Kong,  Japan,  and  Okinawa  THOiTON  returned  t o rt h e

United  States  in  June  1965 •



5r ly  in  A ugcs tthe  ship  was  on  her  way  again,  b a c k ?  WESTPAC  special  

operations  in  the  South  China  s s .  A fte r  stoooing  again  at  Japan  and  Hong  

ICong  the  ship  returned  to  San  Diego  in  October.
THOSTON  is  510  fee t  long,  84  feet  wide,  has  二 u l l lo a d  d i s p l a c l t  

O H  一一し2 5 long  tone,  avera CQ c  d ra ft  o f  19  fee t  and  is  capable  o f  m aintaininp  

a  continous  speed  in  excss  o f  21  knots.  She  carries  a  crew  o f  19  o ff ic e rs  

and  233  en lis ted  men,  w ith  space  fo r  over  3 0 0  troop  passengers.  With  tier  

ar^piw  storage  space,  THOMSTON  can  operate  and  sustain  her  f u l l  complement:

O N  o r l- i -o e rs ,  crew,  and  pssensGrs  fo r  three  months  or  longer  i f  n e c s s r y .
LSD  s  are  d s i CQ s へ to  carry  various  C o 日 b inations  o f  la r id i?  c ra ft  and  

assault  veh ic les .  The  provis ion  o f  portable  ra 日ps  and  interm ediate  decks  

e la n c e rr
t ile  basic  f le x ib i l i t y  of  the  load  they  may  s r r y .  The  large  superdeck  

a』：t  may  be  e a s ily  csed  to  accommodate  the  la rges t  he licop te r  now  vised  b v rt h e  

一 rmed  s e r v ic e s * M n  add ition  to  carry ing  amphibious  assault  veh ic les,  LSD-s  

パ  e  equipped  to  drydock  and  repa ir  ships  and  c ra f t  up  to  and  inc lud ing  two  

u )  Landing  C ra ft  U t i l i t y  (Lcu-S)  at  one  t i 日 ？  Because  o f  th e ir  f le x ib i l i t y  

化SD  s  are  one  o t  the  hardest  working  ships  in  the  f le e r  I t  is  not  uncommon》

 

S r  th l 日 to  transport  tugs,  b a rg s ,  or  f lo a tin g  cranes  to  oversss  bases •  

pvsently  an  LSD  transported  the  BathythermogsDh  T ries te  to  the  East  coas’  

to  a ic  in  the  search  o f  the  missing  submarine  USS  THRESHER.  One  o f  the  N a <
- i s  

一arge  seaplanes,  ti l̂e  5M M artin  Mariner,  has  o n  one  occasion,  been  drydoclce lx  

,-or  emergency  repa irs  in  an  L3D*  The  added  function  o f  boat  contro l  at  the  

Line  o f  Departure  during  amphibious  landing  operations  has  been  assigned  to  

“the  LSD;  th s e  con tro l  duties  づjere  form erly  performed  by  the  APD,  p rs e n t ly  

0 一e ln -^O
Q phased  out  o f  the  amphibiQS  force.  In  conjunction  with  th is  function ,  

tre  r D  ic  also  capable  o f  performing  the  duties  o f  a  boat  haven  invo lv ing  .  i  0 2 ^ -̂

a r la ls o  qu ite  adequate  fo r  the  ship  to  perform  s s a l t y  escua tion  du ties .

T h -*H S   ゞ §  is  the  TH0_T0N,  Landing  Ship  Dock  23,  a  most  v e rs a tile  ship  and  

valuable  member  of  the  United  States  Naw.



THOMASTON-SHISTORY

The  USS  THOMASTON  is  the  f i r s t  in  her  class  o f  STHOMASTON  CLASS--  

LS D w or  Landing  Ship  Dock.

To  accomplish  her  日is s io n ,  THOMASTON  is  designed  to  carry  various  

combinations  o f  landing  c ra f t  and  a s a u lt  veh ic les.  A  la rge  f lig h td e c k
a け rt is  used  叶or  he lico !} rt e r  o XJ rD l r a rr i o n s .

Tne  ship  was  f i r s t  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  

一February  28,1 9 5 2 ,  and  designed  by  Gibbs  and  Cox  Inc.  o f 2: e w  York  c ity .

s l l Q w a co' b u i l rt b y rt h e  In g a lls  corpora tion  a rr pascawoula,  M iss iss i  でで

：！.•

Her  k s l  was  la id  March  9 ,1953  and  she  was  commissioned  on  September  

17, 1954.

THOMASTON  was  named  fo r  Tho 日aston,  Maine,  the  ho 日e  o f  Major  General  

Henry  Knox,  the  n a t io n - s f i r s t  Secretary  of  War  and  c iv i l ia n  h s d  of

rt l l n> I N a v y ,

A fte r  her  commissioning  THOMASTON  jo ined  the  P a c ific  Amphibious  
Force  where  her  f i r s t  assignments  involved  the  A rc tic  Resupply  project:  
of  the  Dew  Line  and  Cold  Weather  Landing  E x e rc is  during  1955-56.  

THOMASTON  commsced  her  f i r s t  deployment  to  the  Western  P a c ific

: i n > u OQ u s rt. o Hl p vo Ln y  •

During  O c to b e r ,1962,  THOMASTON  trans ited  the  Panama  Canal  to

p a rtic ip a te  in  the  Cuban  Operations  fo r  two  months.  She  returned  home

through  the  p§ama  Canal  to  her  homeport  of  San  Diego  in  Dece 日ber  o f

rt l l a rT y e a r .

During  THOMASTON-s  s ix th  Western  P a c ific  Deployment,  fro 日 October

1964  to  June  1965,  u .s .  Marine  Forces  were  landed  at  Da  Nang  and  Chu  La i,

Vietnam.  The  ship  landed  a d d itio n a l  Marine  forces  in  1966,  remainino  -*n



Dan  Nang  f o r  § e  month  re p a ir in g  boats  used  to  o ff lo a d  merchant  s h ip s .

THOMASTON  re ce ive d  the  M e r ito r io u s  U n it  C ita t io n  f o r  a c tio n

in v o lv in g  s rl) v a> n  o v e r l rt he lbeac ll  l a n p- i n OQ s  in to  enemy  dominated  

d u rin g  th e  p e rio d  o f  J u ly  1966  to  A p r i l 1967.

Because  THOMASTON  d id  such  an  exemplary  jo b  th roughou t  th e  Vietnam  

(o r a ,  i rt w a s  o n l y J-h l t l rt i n OQ rt l l a rt s lie  be  presen rt JEOr rt hle  f i n a l  c lla ^ rr e r  

o f rr t l e SJ a v y  一 s  一nvolvmen rt in  v ie rr nam.

D uring  TH0MAST0N«15 th  d e p lo y m s t  to  the  w s te r n  P a c i f ic ,  

slie  was  a w a rd e d rt l l a) A r T n e CL Forces  wxp>e a. i rt io n a ry  Medal,  M e ri rt o r io u s  

u n l rt 0 0 i o) p p- p3 rr H« 0 a p5 p D- rt l l
e  Mavy,  u p. i rt nommenda rt io n  f o r  t l ro r  で a r rt i n rt l l
e  

e va cu a tio n  o f  Phnom  Penh,  Cambodia  and  s a i OQ o n , 穴 e TJ u b l ic  o 叶 v ie rt nanu

へ r L 二



USS  THOMASTON  (LSD-28)
SHI  で HI  STORY

THOMASTON  WAS  2AMED  FOR  THOMASTON,  MAINE,  THE  HOME  OF  MAJOR  

GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX,  THE  NATION  S FIRST  SECRETARY  OF  WAR AND  

CIVILIAN  HEAD  O F  THE  NAVY.

28  F E CC 5 2:

09  FEB  54:

SECNAV  AUTHORIZED  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  THOMASTON  

AS  THE  FIRST  OF  A  NEW GLASS  OF  DOCK  rANDING  SHIPS.

SHI  で WAS  rAUNCHEPCHRISTENED cp Y  i s .  m a t h ia s cd .  

CARTER,  WIFE  O F  VADM MATHIAS  B.  CARTER,  THEN  DEPUTY  

CHIEF  OF  NAVAL  OPERAT i s .

17  s rn ^D ul -c- :  THOMASTON  WAS  COMMISSIONED  INTO  ACTIVE  SERVICE.

3UL  1935  -  

OCT  1955:

NOV  1955:

F E cp l956:

AUG  1957:

15  JUL  59:

16  3 u r5 9:

3UL  1960
DEC  i960:

C 7  N O V ON 2  :

PARTICIPATED  IN  THE  ARCTIC  RESUPPLY  PROJECT  OF  THE  

D E r̂ l z E .  PORTS  OF  CAUL  INCrUDED:  

1PT.  BOAR,  

ANCHORAGE,  ALASKA  AND  SEATTLE,  WASHINGTON.

CCMUENCED  FIRST  MARI  N nl L  AND IMG  EXERCI  s rn A N D  THE  COLD  

WEATHER  LANDING  EXERCISEHELD  IN  THE  ALEUT —
ISLANDS.

COMPLETS  FIRST  MARINELANDING  EXERCISE  AND  THE  COLD  

WEATHER  LANDING  EXERCISE  HELD  IN  THE  ALEUTIAN  

IsrANDS.

DEPARTED  SAN  D IE S  FOR  1ST  DEPLOYMENT  WITH  THE  7TH  

FLEET.  PORTS  OF  CALL  FOR  THE  EIGHT  MONTH  DEPLOYMENT  

INCLUDED:  PEARL  HARBOR,  HAWAII;  SASEBO,  YOKOSUKA,
AND  IWAKUNI  I N C-I APAN;  HONG KSG,  B .c .c .  ;  MANILA  AND  

SCB1C  BAY,  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS.

WHILE  EVADING  TYPHOON  "B ILLI E =  OFF  COAST  OF  OKINAWA,  

AN  s .o .s .  MESSAGE  WAS  DECEIVED  FROM s .s .  BONNIE  MARU,  

AGRCUNDON  SHOALS  OFF  NORTHEAST  CORNE PO OF  THAILAND  
SI  U N I,  JAPANESE  ISLANDS.  THOMASTON  PR 8EEDED  TO  

■XI R O V  IDE  AS S IS TANGE.

RECEIVED  12  OFFICERS  AND  31  MEN  FROM s .s .  BONNIE
MARU,  THEN  ATTEMPTED  TO  PULL  THE  SHIP  OFF  THE  SHOALS
WITH  ASSISTANCE  OF  USS  BOLSTER  (ARS-38 ) .  ATTEMPTS
WER rn UNSUCCES S F C L.

THOMAS TON  EMProYED  AS  SEVENTH  FLEET-s  F I JC S T

=AMPHIbIOUS  READY  FORCE"  ALONG  WITH  USS  LIHANEE  (A^A-
195).  SPECIAL  MARINErANDING  FORCE  WAS  EMBARKED
DURING  THIS  TIME.

PASSED  THROUGH  PANAMA  CANAL  FOR  SPECIAL  OPERATIONS  IN
THE  CARIBBEAN  SEA.  THOMASTON  REMAINED  FOR  TWO MONTHS
AND  SAW DUTY  IN  THE  CARIBBEANAS  PART  OF  THE  C U CP A N

QUARANTINE.
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02  D EC S:
OCT  i 96 r  

d i  1963:

JUL  i  9 6 ON  

APR  1967:

PASSED  THR 8GH  PANAMA ENROCTE  SAN  DIEGO.

6TH  WESTERN  PACIFIC  DEPLOYMENT.  U.S.  MARINES  WERE  

LANDED  AT  DA  NANG  AND  CHU  LAI,  VIETNAM.  THE  SHI で 

LANDED  ADD IT  IQNAr MARIN rn FORCES  I N i 96 6  AND  REMAINED  

IN  DA  NANG  FOR  AN  ADDITIONAL  MONTH  REPAIRING  BOATS.

THOMASTON  RECEIVED  MERITOR 1 8 S  UNIT  CITATION  FOR  

ACTION  INVOLVING  SEVEN  OVE 刃 -THE-BEACHrANDINGS  INTO  

ENEMY  DOMINATED  TERRITCRY.

DURING  THOMASTON-S  i 5TH  DEPLOYMENT  TO  THE  WESTERN  

PACIFIC,  SHE  WAS  AWARDED  THE  ARMED  FORCES  

EXPEDITIONARY  MEDAL  AND  MERITORIOUS  UNIT  COVSNDATION  

FOR  HER  PART  1 2  THEEVACUATION  OF  PHNCM T3 ENH,
CAMB 8IA  {。一PERATION  EAGLEaJLL)  AND  SAIGON,  11EPUBLIC  

OF  VIETNAM  (OPERATION  FiREQUENT  WIND).

F E tJ! 19 00 0 :

APR  198 r

MAY  i  98 r

27  3UL  s :

RECEIVED  HLMANJTARIAN  SERVICE  MEDAL  FOR  RADIOACTIVE  

CLEANUP  OPERATI §  ON  EN1WETAK  ISLAND.

THOMASTON  EXPANDED  H E ?P で ERIOD  OF  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  THE  

HUMANITARIAN  SERVICE  MEDAL  BY  PARTICIPATING  IN  

OPERATI  ON CC OAT  F>Eopr rn IN  WHICH  SHE  RECEIVED  77  

VIETNAMESE pa EFCGEES  IN  THE  SOUTH  CHINASEA.

PARTICIPATED  IN  PROJECT  HANDCLAS TI IN  S2-LANKA  AND  

RECEIVED  THE  NAVY  EXPEDITIONARY  MEDAL  FOR  SERVICE  IN  

THE  INDIAN  8EAN.

THOMASTON  RE T I rn D  TO  HEIR HOMEPORTOF  SAN  DIEGO  

HAVING  COMPLETED  HER  2OTH WESTERN  PACIFIC  DEPLOYMENT.



USS  THOMASTON-S  CAPABILITIES

TYFMii  

r- ENGTH:
BEAM:
DSrACEMENT:  

WEAPONS:  
FUGHT  DCCK:  
WELL  DECK;  

SPEED:
DRIVE:

ELECTRICAL:

Dockranding  s h i xl  

510  F  c； e  t

cc -c- F e e t

1 3 o u  0  To  n s

3  Twins  3-750  C a lib e r  Mounts  

96  X  5i； Feet  

396  X  4S  Feet  

o < c n  M e

2  General  E le c t r ic  Geared  Steam
.rurb in t-'s ;  one  fo r  each  sh a ft/s c re w  

ccn e ra to r  c a p a b i l i t y :  4  Generators  

w ith  

.50U K\V  per  Generator

THOMASTON-S  i s t  n o tic e a b le  fe a tu re  is  the  la rge  --weir-  or  

wet  dock  reach ing  from  her  s te rn  gate  and  extend ing  in to  the  bull<  

of  the  s h i p . C3 y  dropp ing  the  la rge  s te rn  gate  and  f  iood ing  her  

many  b a lla s t  tanks ,  THOMASTON  can  f i l l  the  we  二  w ith  up  to  ten  

fe e t  o f  water  and  a llo w  amp.hibious  land ing  c ra f t  to  f lo a t  in to  the  

w e l1  fo r  load ing  and  d ischarge  o f  cargo.  Thus,  d u r i a n  
amphibious  la n d in g ,  the  sh ip  can  approach  the  land ine  beach  and
launcli  {are—loade CL a s s a u l t cr oa ts  as  Uiey  are  needed,

THQMASTON  is  an  extrem ely  v e rs a t i le  sh ip .  She  can  o ff lo a d
men  and  combat  equipment  v ia  h e lic o p te r  on  her  f l i g h t  deck  and
transpo r  t  huge  amounts  o f  cargo  f  rom  the  w e l1 .Th  i M. v e r  sat  i  1 i  ty
has  

一<ef>t  h i rt' f  一ft  constant  demancK



HISTORY

USS  THOMASTON  is  the  f i r s t  o f  a  class  of  dock  landing  ships  b u i l t  in  the
S 5 0 OT .

The  ship  was  f i r s t  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  February  28,  

1952,  and  designed  by  Gibbs  and  Cox  Inc.  o f  New  York  c ity .  She  was  bu ilt:  

cr y  the  In g a lls  Corporation  a t  pasgou la ,  M is s is ip p r H e r  k s l  was  la id  

March  9,1953  and  she  was  commissioned  on  September  17,1954.
THOMASTON  was  named  fo r  Thomaston,  Maine,  the  home  o f  Major  General  Henry  

Knox,  the  n a t io n or f i r s t  Secretary  of  Was  and  c iv i l ia n  head  o f  the  Navy.
A fte r  her  commissioning  THOMASTON  jo ined  the  p a c if ic  Amphibious  Force  

where  her  f i r s t  assign 白ents  involved  the  A rc tic  Resupply  p ro iec t  of  the  Dew  

Line  and  Cold  Weather  Landing  Exercise  during  1955-56.
THOMASTON  colenced  her  f i r s t  deployment  to  the  Western  P a c ific  in  Augusts7.

During  O c to b e r,1962,  THOMASTON  trans ited  the  Panama  Canal  to  p a rtic ip a te  

in  the  Cuban  Quarantine  Operations  fo r  two  months.  She  returned  ho 日e  through  

the  Panama  Canal  to  her  ho 日eport  of  San  Diego  in  December  o f  tha t  year.
During  THOMASTON or s ix th  Western  p a c s ic  deployment  from  October  1964  to  

June  1965,  u .s .  Marine  Forces  were  landed  at  Da  Nang  and  Chu  La i,  Vietnam.
The  ship  landed  a d d itio n a l  Marine  fo r e s  in  1966,  remaining  in  Da  Na?  fo r  

one  日onth  repa iring  boats  used  to  o ffload  日erchant  ships.
THOMASTON  received  the  M erito rious  Unit  C ita tio n  fo r  action  invo lv ing  seven  

overlthenbsch  landings  in to  enemy  dominated  te r r i to r y  during  the  period  of  

Ju ly  1966  to  A p r il  1967,

Becase  THOMASTON  did  such  an  exemplary  job  throughout  the  Vietna 日 era,  i t  
was  <jnly  f i t t in g  tha t  she  bs  p r e n s cr fo r  the  f in a l  chapter  o f th e  N avy or

involve  日 ent  in  Vietnam.  During  THOMASTON or l 6 th  deployment  to  the  Western
P a c ific ,  she  was  awarded  the  Armed  Forces  Expedd-tionary  Medal,  and  M eritoriocs
Unit  Co 昌 e n d a ti§  fo r  her  part  in  the  evaccation  o f  Phonom  Penh,  Cambodia  and
Saigon,  Republic  o f  Vietnam.

The  SMP-S  l7t!K  deployment,  whic nr was  com *o le te Q. on  v a le n t in e or Day  1980,
included  her  te e n ty - f if th  b irthday  ce lebra tion .

THOMASTON  is  cu rre n tly  serving  in  her  18th  Western  P a c ific  deployment.



History  Of  USS THJLasTON (LSIK-)  For  Year  1964

1 JM  1^64  *  In  por-wan  Diego,  California.

29  JAN *  29  APR 1964  — Yal.d  Period,  San  Francisco,  California*
-MAT  12  JUN 1964  •  Conducted  Underway  Refreshed  Training.

22  JUN ―  3  JIHj 1964  *  Conducted  Ac^hibi§s  Refresher  Training*

WJUL  1 必04  — SVMIUlrallip 日en  reports 0- aboardf'or  summer  crulrae*

20  JUL  130  J d ；1964  *  M^sshipman  U ra ls .
5  AUG 1 - 4  ~  Mi  穿Mp 旨  n  departed*

31  A U G -II  SEP  i 964  3  Proceeded  to  Clatskanie,  Oregon  Amy  Bas  on  boat
一i f t  and  v:1 ffi :

L  ted  Portland,  Oregon.

5 0 :Q T
* .  *  14  OCT  1964  ■  Participated  in  operation  =Hardnse=

19,,0CT  1964  I  Captain  P h i l i p - —  relieved  Captain  Charles  KOEKIGSBERGER  

as  COImnandlng  o ffice r*
2^OCT  1964  -  Departed.  San  Diego  4  California  fo r  deployment  -with  the  Seventh  

ij'lee'&ps  a  uni*t  of  the  An^hibious  Ready  Force.

16  NOV 1 ° 6 4  I  Arrived  at  base  port  Subic  B a y , " *
21  NOV •16  1220-64  * c s & o '-1- - * -  s p s ia l  opr,'at  ions  in  south  China  Sea,

incltuiing  itredge  L i f t  from  Saigon  to  DaNang,
V iet  N p

25  EEC 1964  *  UEerway  on  special  operati§3  in  South  ch inaw s*


